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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Discussion with Congressman Thomas Ashley (D., Onio)

2. On the whole the interview was extremely frisndly and
where there ware srroneous impressions Cord Meyer was able to
present the facts and in the problem areas the frank acknowledgment
of the problems seamed to satisfy Ashley. Heo was extremely
interested, however, in the welfare of RFE and appeared to wish to
assure himself that reasonable sSupervision was being given to the
entire operation, Specifically we discussed the ]
the cigarette problem, the headquarters-field relation and the union
problem. In addition, we touched on the Fulton Lewis situation and
his centinuing attacks on RFE,

3. Aehley was appreciative of our taking the time to come
down and discuss the matter and {n response to a query said he would

be delighted to meet with General Crittenberger at a mutually convenient
time.

4. Ashley then raised the question of a joint committee for the
Agency on intelligence matters and atated quite frankly ke feoit there was

o dy ;ﬁmaﬂeld resolution that he would vote for it, Ashley stated he had
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heard Speaksr Rayburn state that Ae, burn, thought

§Teat gap between the tatelligence ;uigi:zis to the ;ﬁnm'::;
the Congress which needed such iaformation as a basis om which it
could legislate proparly. Ashley was informed that we tosk no
official pesition on the Mansfleld resolution but certain of e
Argumsnts pro sad con were discussed brisfly. At amsther tlme

it may be advisable to brief Ashley on our Subcommitisn satup
within the Congress. Ashley also cormmented that there was &
areat deal of intavest In the Congress in the operation of RYE.,

It Was suggested that if hs heard of any moves as a result of lewis'
uﬁﬁi!ﬁ or otherwiss on the part of various Congresamen te look
into BFE would he advise us. He said he would be glad to do so.
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